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   Why Did They Go There? 
Finding Answers in the Industrial  

Removal Office Records 

Wondering why your immigrant 
ancestor chose to live in Cleveland 
over Pittsburgh? Little Rock over Los 

Angeles? Memphis over Miami? The answers 
might lie in the records of the Industrial 
Removal Office, a scary name for a good orga-
nization. The IRO, founded in 1901, assisted 
immigrants in finding employment and better 
living conditions, and helped assimilate them 
into American society. IRO agents, often work-
ing in partnership with B’nai B’rith or other 
Jewish fraternal groups, spread around the 
USA securing jobs, and then immigrants would 
be sent to those locations to establish a new life.

Records of the IRO, housed at the American 
Jewish Historical Society, include ledger books, 
case files and correspondence, as well as reports 
by local agents on the newly settled immigrants.

Using case studies, the presentation will 
demonstrate how to use the online index, and 

how to navigate to find immigrant case files, 
correspondence, and reports.

Renée  Carl, who was born in St. Louis, raised 
in Chicago, and is now living in Washington, 
DC, left the public policy world for professional 
genealogy, finding that researching dead peo-
ple is easier than working with Congress.

Since launching Eastern European Mutt, her 
genealogy company and blog, Renée serves pri-
vate clients and other researchers. She is a regu-
lar at the National Archives, Library of Congress 
and US Holocaust Memorial and Museum, and 
partners with researchers in Europe, Australia 
and Israel. Renée graduated from Wesleyan 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Cultural Anthropology and is a member of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists and 
JGSGW.

1:00 PM - Schmooze & Mavens
1:30-3:30 PM - Program Meeting

B’nai Israel Congregation
6301 Montrose Rd., Rockville, MD

January 5, 2020

JGSGW Guest Attendance Policy: Meetings and most events are free to JGSGW members. Non-
members may attend open events for a fee of $5 which will be applied toward JGSGW membership if 
the guest joins at the same event. Attendees who require personal assistance due to a health condition or 
disability may bring an assistant at no charge.

Renée Carl 


